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WATER — PORT HEDLAND REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY SCHEME 

2842. Hon Robin Chapple to the minister representing the Minister for Water: 

I refer to the Port Hedland Regional Water Supply Scheme (PHRWSS), and I ask: 

(a) in the Ministers own words, what is the PHRWSS; 

(b) what infrastructure forms part of the PHRWSS; 

(c) which private sector entities have ownership interests in the assets of the PHRWSS; 

(d) what has been the yield taken from the Yule Borefield (YB), for each of the past 20 full reporting years; 

(e) what has been the allocation limit for the YB for each of the past 20 full reporting years; 

(f) what has been the yield taken from the Namagoorie Borefield (NB) for each of the past 20 full reporting 
years; 

(g) what has been the allocation limit for the NB for each of the past 20 full reporting years; 

(h) what has been the yield taken from the Bulgarene Borefield (BB) for each of the past 20 full reporting years; 

(i) what has been the allocation limit for the BB for each of the past 20 full reporting years; 

(j) are there any aquifers other than the YB, NB, and BB supplying the PHRWSS: 

(i) if yes to (j), would the Minister please table the yield taken from each aquifer, for this year, and 
the last 20 years, where applicable; 

(ii) if yes to (j), would the Minister please table the allocation limits for each aquifer, for this year, 
and the last 20 years, where applicable; 

(k) what total volume of water has been supplied by the PHRWSS for each of the past 20 reporting years: 

(i) of the amounts in (k), what volume has been supplied, per annum, for this year and the previous 
20 reporting years, by the PHRWSS, for residential use; and 

(ii) of the amounts in (k), what volume has been supplied, per annum, for this year and the previous 
20 reporting years, by the PHRWSS, for industrial use; 

(iii) of the amounts in (k), what volume has been supplied, per annum, for this year and the previous 
20 reporting years, by the PHRWSS, under bulk supply or other agreements outside of 
residential or industrial use; 

(l) within the boundaries of the Town of Port Hedland, are there any major users of water not serviced by 
the PHRWSS: 

(i) if yes to (l), who are those major users, and from where do they source their water; 

(m) what total charges for all customers (residential, industrial, other – including bulk supply agreements), as 
split out by Water Use Charges and Service Charges, have been levied for each of the past ten full 
reporting years in respect of the supply of water by the PHRWSS; 

(n) what total charges for residential customers, as split out by Water Use Charges and Service Charges, 
have been levied for each of the past ten full reporting years in respect of the supply of water by 
the PHRWSS; 

(o) what total charges for industrial customers, as split out by Water Use Charges and Service Charges, 
have been levied for each of the past ten full reporting years in respect of the supply of water by 
the PHRWSS; 

(p) are new water sources for the PHRWSS being investigated: 

(i) if yes to (p), what source(s); 

(ii) if yes to (p), have site investigations been conducted; and 

(q) when does the Minister expect a final decision to be made, regarding the sourcing of new water supplies, 
for the supply of water to the PHRWSS? 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan replied: 

(a) The Port Hedland Regional Water Supply Scheme (PHRWSS) supplies drinking water to the towns of 
Port Hedland, South Hedland and the industrial area of Wedgefield nearby to South Hedland. The PHRWSS 
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also supplies port operations for the mining industry, notably at Nelson Point (Port Hedland) and also at 
Finucane Island to the west of Port Hedland. 

(b) The PHRWSS sources its water from two borefields; the Yule Borefield and De Grey Borefield. There 
are 13 bores in the Yule Borefield and 11 bores in the De Grey Borefield. Water is transferred from both 
borefields to a tank complex in South Hedland. 

(c) None. 

(d) [See tabled paper no 3854.] 

(e) 1996–2004 6,500,000 kilolitres per annum 

2004–2011 8,500,000 kilolitres per annum 

2011–current 10,500,000 kilolitres per annum 

(f) [See tabled paper no 3854.] 

(g) 1996–2011 7,000,000 kilolitres per annum 

2011–current 10,000,000 kilolitres per annum 

(h) Zero. 

(i) Refer to (g), the Bulgarene Borefield is located within the De Grey River alluvial aquifer, downstream of 
the Namagoorie Borefield, and has not been assigned a separate allocation limit. Any groundwater 
abstracted from this borefield would be taken from within the existing De Grey River alluvial aquifer 
allocation. 

(j) No. 

(i) Not applicable. 

(ii) Not applicable. 
(k) Water Supplied from Yule and De Grey Borefields for use in the PHRWSS. 

Reporting Year 
 

1999/2000 11,290,118 
2000/2001 11,016,635 
2001/2002 11,761,211 
2002/2003 11,544,204 
2003/2004 13,765,903 
2004/2005 11,690,832 
2005/2006 8,906,753 
2006/2007 8,655,985 
2007/2008 8,908,363 
2008/2009 9,492,445 
2009/2010 10,855,611 
2010/2011 9,974,551 
2011/2012 9,895,133 
2012/2013 10,608,063 
2013/2014 9,820,626 
2014/2015 11,199,739 
2015/2016 11,418,390 
2016/2017 11,208,509 
2017/2018 11,268,954 
2018/2019 12,337,496 

(i) 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4013854c382ceed06753df97482585670003c3d4/$file/tp-3854.pdf
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4013854c382ceed06753df97482585670003c3d4/$file/tp-3854.pdf
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Reporting Year Residential scheme use 
1999/2000 2,436,621 
2000/2001 2,249,863 
2001/2002 2,553,563 
2002/2003 2,726,917 
2003/2004 2,441,333 
2004/2005 2,462,161 
2005/2006 2,678,619 
2006/2007 2,596,836 
2007/2008 2,588,562 
2008/2009 2,743,010 
2009/2010 2,728,569 
2010/2011 3,115,423 
2011/2012 3,091,666 
2012/2013 2,580,435 
2013/2014 3,347,586 
2014/2015 3,169,651 
2015/2016 2,985,993 
2016/2017 2,873,230 
2017/2018 2,931,958 
2018/2019 3,035,456 

(ii) 

Reporting Year Industrial scheme use 
1999/2000 3,794,385 
2000/2001 3,657,851 
2001/2002 4,771,450 
2002/2003 4,033,965 
2003/2004 5,363,394 
2004/2005 1,653,504 
2005/2006 59,436 
2006/2007 66,665 
2007/2008 54,967 
2008/2009 55,294 
2009/2010 35,031 
2010/2011 57,910 
2011/2012 51,962 
2012/2013 98,328 
2013/2014 69,607 
2014/2015 71,393 
2015/2016 59,590 
2016/2017 58,678 
2017/2018 49,821 
2018/2019 50,214 
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(iii) 

Reporting Year Other scheme water use (outside of 
residential or industrial use specifically) 

1999/2000 3,545,953 
2000/2001 3,897,956 
2001/2002 3,978,793 
2002/2003 4,338,689 
2003/2004 4,661,190 
2004/2005 5,270,391 
2005/2006 5,966,046 
2006/2007 5,129,993 
2007/2008 5,633,529 
2008/2009 5,928,073 
2009/2010 6,454,892 
2010/2011 6,267,615 
2011/2012 6,013,332 
2012/2013 6,226,813 
2013/2014 6,230,323 
2014/2015 6,806,409 
2015/2016 6,803,599 
2016/2017 6,758,460 
2017/2018 6,288,753 
2018/2019 6,952,305 

(l) The Department of Water and Environmental Regulation is not aware of any major users of water within 
the Town of Port Hedland boundaries that are not serviced by the PHRWSS. 
(i) Not applicable. 

(m) 

Reporting Year Total water service charges 
for all customers 

Total water usage charges for 
all customers 

2009/2010 $2,115,384 $11,484,185 

2010/2011 $2,576,414 $11,780,664 

2011/2012 $2,534,943 $13,378,452 

2012/2013 $4,433,272 $15,069,832 

2013/2014 $6,646,826 $16,265,418 

2014/2015 $11,257,862 $17,760,845 

2015/2016 $10,444,878 $18,992,644 

2016/2017 $6,905,442 $18,120,231 

2017/2018 $6,761,268 $17,125,632 

2018/2019 $5,525,276 $17,688,647 

(n) 

Reporting Year Total water service charges 
for residential customers 

Total water usage charges for 
residential customers 

2009/2010 $956,899 $3,447,514 
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2010/2011 $993,228 $3,593,189 

2011/2012 $1,037,401 $3,889,028 

2012/2013 $1,089,540 $4,753,013 

2013/2014 $1,328,623 $5,595,293 

2014/2015 $1,508,062 $5,123,186 

2015/2016 $1,618,816 $5,398,728 

2016/2017 $1,719,775 $5,187,898 

2017/2018 $1,813,223 $5,925,568 

2018/2019 $1,847,087 $6,280,618 

(o) 

Reporting Year Total water service charges 
for industrial customers*  

Total water usage charges for 
industrial customers* 

2009/2010 $485,243 $2,464,506 

2010/2011 $421,109 $2,582,764 

2011/2012 $318,446 $2,978,668 

2012/2013 $2,429,609 $4,139,525 

2013/2014 $2,168,412 $3,852,427 

2014/2015 $2,588,448 $4,982,536 

2015/2016 $4,682,412 $6,577,616 

2016/2017 $4,734,643 $4,935,377 

2017/2018 $4,803,312 $4,246,499 

2018/2019 $3,526,920 $3,988,282 

*It should be noted that due to limitations in splitting Industrial and Commercial customers, revenue for 
both Industrial and Commercial are included in the revenue figures. 

(p) Yes. 

(i) Expansion of the current borefields and/or seawater desalination. 

(ii) Initial site investigations have been completed with regards to expansion of the current 
borefields. No site investigations have been completed with regards to seawater desalination. 

(q) The planning study for a source expansion for PHRWSS is due for completion in early 2022. A decision 
on a new source will be made once triggers are met. 

 


	WATER — PORT HEDLAND REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY SCHEME

